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Inside This Issue … Town of Dumfries Hosts Annual Easter Egg 

Hunt at Ginn Memorial Park 

The Town of Dumfries hosted the  

annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 

March 19th at Ginn Memorial Park.  

This year’s event featured an egg 

hunt, face painting, carnival games, 

and visits with the Easter Bunny.  

The Dumfries-Triangle Rescue Squad 

once again partnered with the Town 

to make this event a success and 

generously donated 8,000 filled eggs for the children to find. The children 

were split into two separate areas by age, and Mayor Gerald Foreman gave 

the official count down, they were off on a mission to find as many eggs as 

possible, including six prize eggs 

which ranged from gift-cards to 

mega Easter baskets and for one 

lucky winner, a new bike! Local 

Motorcycle Club Kings of Heart 

were also on hand to give out free 

hot dogs to those in attendance. 

“We really enjoyed being at this 

event, It gave us a chance to get 

out and be involved in something for our community”, said Allen Jones, a 

member of the Kings of Heart Motorcycle Club. Dumfries Director of  

Community Services, Brittany Heine, stated that “Despite the weather, it 

was a great day. The citizens really look forward to this event and the  

children were already talking about coming back next year and that lets me 

know  that we’re on the right track.” For more pictures from the Town’s  

Annual Easter Egg Hunt, visit the Town of Dumfries Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/dumfriesva. 
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NEWS FROM THE MAYOR’S OFFICE 
Winter is over and now Spring is here!  With Spring and Summer come long days and lots 

of time for outdoor activities.  The Town of Dumfries has quite a few activities planned; 

we have festivals and concerts, as well as a very important election in May, oh let’s not 

forget the national election in November. 

This time of year is where the Council has to work together and pass a balanced budget 

that addresses our current and future needs.  There are many items on the Town’s wish 

list. The reality is that the Town has a very tight budget so the money is hard to allocate 

to this wish list.  

These discussions can sometimes be quite lively, but they are needed. The Town  

Manager has the following dates set aside for the Council to review and put together a budget for Fiscal Year 2017  

(1 July 2016 through 30 June 2017).  Our budget schedule is: 5, 12, 19 & 26 April 2016.  Council welcomes your 

comments. Once Council has decided on a proposed budget, the proposed budget will go to the citizens for public 

comment. 

The Town’s elections are on May 3, 2016.  There are plenty of candidates to choose from; Vice-Mayor Toney,  

Councilwoman Reynolds and Councilman Brewer are seeking re-election.  Ms. Melva Willis and Mr. Brian Fields are 

candidates seeking to get on the Council.  Remember you have three votes, I am sure each of the candidates would 

enjoy meeting you – so give them a call! 

On the ballot as well on May 3, 2016 is a very important choice of keeping our elections in May or moving them to 

November.  Council voted to put it on the ballot for citizens to decide, so this is your choice.  This is your Town – 

Get out and vote! 

I’d like to thank our Town Staff for doing such a great job.  There are quite a few tasks that happen behind the 

scenes that are pulled off seamlessly, let me give you just a few examples: snow removal, keeping our Town safe 

(public safety), putting together activities for our youth and senior citizens, cleaning our streets, conducting    

inspections, processing applications, etc.  The staff is 26 folks strong and there is plenty of work to go around.  

Thank you for all your efforts.  I sincerely appreciate everything you do for the citizens, business owners and the 

Council. 

  Have a great Spring and God bless you all. As always, your Council  

                   welcomes your comments, concerns, or questions.  

                                                   

MAYOR GERALD FOREMAN II 

Mayor’s Contact Information 

703-895-4715  

hongforeman@dumfriesva.gov 
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TOWN OF DUMFRIES 

PUBLIC NOTICE – SPECIAL ELECTION 

MAY 3, 2016 

FOR A CHARTER CHANGE FOR THE TOWN OF DUMFRIES, VIRGINIA 

 

A Special Election will be held on Tuesday, May 3, 2016, for registered voters of the Town of  

Dumfries to consider a proposed charter amendment to change 

the Election Day for the Mayor and Town Council Members from 

May in even-numbered years to November in even-numbered 

years beginning in 2018, and to make other changes in points of 

detail. On May 3, 2016, the ballot will read as follows: 

 

“Shall the Town request the General Assembly to amend its  

existing charter to provide for the Town to elect its Mayor and 

Council Members at the November general election date in  

even-numbered years beginning in 2018, and to make  

associated changes in the charter? 

 

A “Yes” vote means that you desire to move the Election Day for the Mayor and Town Council Members of the 

Town of Dumfries to November beginning in 2018.  

A “No” vote means you desire for the Election Day for the Mayor and Town Council Members of the Town of  

Dumfries to remain in May. 

TOWN OF DUMFRIES REAL ESTATE TAXES  
 

The 2016 first half real estate tax bills will be mailed May 5, 2016.  All bills are due on or before the close of  
business on June 5, 2016.  Payments not received by the due date will be assessed a ten (10%) percent  
penalty. If you have a mortgage on your home, your mortgage company typically pays your real estate  

taxes and you will not receive a bill from the Town.  
 

Payments can be mailed to the Town of Dumfries, 17755 Main Street, Dumfries, Virginia 22026, or for your  
convenience there is a drop box located next to the front door of Town Hall. 

 
Another payment option is through Official Payments.   

To pay online visit www.officialpayments.com  or to pay  
by phone call 1-800-2PAY-TAX.  Use Jurisdiction Code 6234. 

http://www.officialpayments.com/
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Town of Dumfries Pedestrian Safety Reminders 
 

The Dumfries Police Department wants to remind citizens warmer weather  

means more people will be out on foot and on bicycles.   

 

Driver behaviors that are known to contribute to vehicle crashes with  

pedestrians and bicycles include: 

 Speeding 

 Running red lights 

 Running stop signs 

 Driving without headlights at night 

 Driving without headlights when visibility is reduced, such as rain, fog, and  

        situations when a driver cannot see 500 feet away 

 Failure to yield to pedestrians 

 

Actions by drivers and pedestrians that will reduce risks include: 

 Using crosswalks 

 Obeying traffic signals 

 Looking left-right-left before walking, riding, turning, changing lanes, etc. 

 Slowing down 

 Stopping for pedestrians 

 

 

By working together, we can reduce traffic crashes  

involving pedestrians and bicycles. 

 

Let’s all work together to make Dumfries  

a safer place to live, play, and work! 

FROM THE DUMFRIES POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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NEWS FROM THE PUBLIC  
WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 

American Disposal Service provides routine trash pickup, 

recycling and yard waste collection for residents every 

Wednesday throughout the Town. Trash receptacles should 

be placed curbside no earlier than 5pm on Tuesday. Keep in 

mind not to block the mail carrier’s access to the mail box 

so delivery of the mail can still be made. Everyday house-

hold waste (i.e. kitchen and bathroom waste) is acceptable 

in your curbside collection container.  

 

Hazardous waste such as car batteries, dead animals, fire extinguishers etc. along with electronics waste,  

construction debris and large landscaping debris is unacceptable. Construction waste such as concrete 

(powder or solid form), brick, block, asphalt, siding, pallets, etc. cannot be collected curbside. Contact  

American Disposal Service @ 703-368-0500 to see if your construction waste warrants a special pick up or is 

best suited for roll off dumpster service, which can handle large amounts of renovation or construction waste. 

 

Grass clippings and leaves are to be placed curbside in brown paper bags or unbagged in clear containers  

labeled ‘yard waste’. Each tree limb or piece of brush must be no longer than 4 feet in length and 3 inches 

thick in diameter. Limbs and brush must be bundled with rope or twine for ease of collection. American  

Disposal Service will collect up to 10 bags or bundles. Items that are bagged, bundled or placed in your cart 

may not exceed 50 lbs.  

 

Mulch, dirt, rock and sod cannot be placed at the curbside. For an alternative, more eco-friendly method for 

yard waste disposal, consider starting your own backyard compost pile and/or leaving your grass  

clippings on your lawn in order to replenish the nutrients in the soil, ensuring a healthy-looking lawn.  

 

If you have large bulky items such as mattresses, box springs, sofas, grills, lawn mowers etc., that  

exceed the capacity of a standard trash or recycling cart, a specialty pickup may be needed to dispose of that 

item. These requests operate on a different schedule than your regular curbside collection. Charges may  

apply. Call American Disposal Service to set up an appointment @ 703-368-0500.   



Town of Dumfries Dog Ordinance Reminders 
 

The Dumfries Police Department wants to remind citizens of several Town Ordinances regarding civic  

responsibilities in controlling dogs in your possession. 

 

Town Code 10-30 requires that all dogs leaving the proper ty where they live must be on a leash and in the 

    control of a responsible person. 

 

Town Code 10-31 requires dog owners obtain a license tag from the Pr ince William County Animal Control 

    Bureau. 

 

Town Code 10-32 requires any person who knowingly allows any animal in their  possession to ur inate or   

     defecate on the property of another without their permission must immediately clean up the excrement. 

 

This, and all Town Ordinances, may be found on the Town Web Site, www.dumfriesva.gov. 

Quantico Creek Cleanup 

 
On Saturday, April 16th, the Town of Dumfries will participate in the 

28th Annual Potomac River Watershed Cleanup sponsored by the 

Alice Ferguson Foundation as part of their Trash Free Potomac  

Watershed initiative. The cleanup is the largest regional event of its 

kind with participants from all over Maryland, Virginia, West  

Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Washington DC gathering at various sites 

to cleanup portions of the Potomac River Watershed. Last year,  

almost 24,000 volunteers joined together to support the Trash Free  

Potomac Watershed Initiative. The Town looks forward to the opportunity to once again participate in this event by 

engaging residents to cleanup Quantico Creek, a tributary to the Potomac. The Quantico Creek Cleanup is a great 

opportunity for anyone looking for community service hours. We invite everyone interested in participating to join 

us on April 16th at 8:30 am. Volunteers will meet at the Simpson Community Center located at 17755 Main St. 

Dumfries, VA 22026.  

 

For more information, please visit our website at www.dumfriesva.gov or contact the MS4 Coordinator,  

Shaina Schaffer, at sschaffer@dumfriesva.gov. 
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Town of Dumfries Parks and Recreation Commission 

The goal of the Parks and  

Recreation Commission is to serve 

the Town of Dumfries residents by 

identifying and creating  

recreational opportunities and 

programs that meet the needs of 

our citizens.  

By improving and enhancing our 

existing facilities and parks,  

implementing multicultural  

venues, and adding family  

oriented programs; the Parks and 

Recreation Commission can 

achieve our goal of improving the 

quality of life for Town residents 

for years to come.  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Commonwealth Day 
April 23, 2016 

 

Garden Kick-Off 
April 23, 2016 

 
Summer Basketball League 

Spring/Summer 2016 

 
Summer Concert Series 

June 26, 2016 
July 17, 2016 

August 21, 2016 
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INFORMATION FROM THE DUMFRIES POLICE DEPARTMENT 

The IRS Urges the Public to Stay Alert for Scam Phone Calls 
 

The IRS continues to warn customers to guard against scam phone calls from thieves intent on stealing their  

money or their identity.  Criminals pose as the IRS to trick victims out of their money or personal  

information.  Here are some tips to help you avoid being a victim of these scams. 

 

The IRS will not: 

 Call you to demand immediate payment.   

 Call you if you owe taxes without first sending you a bill in the mail. 

 Demand you pay taxes and not allow you to question or appeal the amount you owe. 

 Require you pay your taxes a certain way (ex: they will not require you pay with a prepaid debit card). 

 Ask for your credit or debit card numbers over the phone. 

 Threaten to bring in police or other agencies to arrest you for not paying. 

 

If you get a phone call from someone claiming to be from the IRS,  

here’s what you should do: 

 If you know you owe taxes, or think you might owe taxes, call the IRS at 1-800-829-1040. 

 If you do not owe taxes or have no reason to think you owe taxes (ex: you have never received a bill or the 

caller made some bogus threats as described above), then call and report the incident to the Treasury  

     Inspector General for Tax Administration at 1-800-366-4484. 

 

 

The IRS does not initiate contact with taxpayers by email to request personal information. This includes any type 

of electronic communication, such as text messages and social media channels.  Recipients should not open any 

attachments or click on any links contained in a message.  Instead, the email should be forwarded to  

phishing@irs.gov  The IRS will not have you pay through pre-loaded debit cards or wire transfers. 

 

If you have been a victim of an IRS scam, you should file a report with the Dumfries Police Department  

(703-792-6500).  If you have been targeted by this scam, contact the Federal Trade Commission  

and use their “FTC Complaint Assistant” at FTC.gov    

Please add “IRS Telephone Scam” to the comments in your complaint. 

 

 

Source: www.IRS.gov 

mailto:phishing@irs.gov


             

The SkillSource group and their partners will be coming out to the Dumfries Community Center on 

April 14th at 6:00 PM to speak about the FREE services they offer such as use of computers, fax and 

scanning equipment, re-employment workshops, career counseling, and more!  

They also provide clients with one-on-one counseling, development of employment plans, training 
to assist in job development, and programs promoting financial literacy, designing budgets,  

assistance with filing taxes, increasing credit scores, and obtaining personal goals!  

Come on out and hear about the services they offer and how they can help you!  
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NEWS FROM HISTORIC DUMFRIES 

Spring is Here!!! 

Historic Dumfries and the Weems-Botts Museum are open and 

ready to greet you!  On the second Saturday of each month, 

from 2:00 to 4:00 P.M., Historic Dumfries offers a FREE  

“Children’s Day at the Museum.”   

This includes a historical lesson, free food treats (taking into 

consideration the time period of the program) and make and 

take crafts.  (Please RSVP) 

  

In July, there will be a Colonial Children’s Camp, it is $100 for the week – however scholarships are available for 

those who find it difficult to pay the tuition.  For more information or to request an application, please call  

Executive Director, Joann Barron, at 703-221-2218.   
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Spring is here! We all know that “Spring Showers bring May flowers”. However, sometimes spring weather brings 

much more than showers. Each year in the United States, lightning kills an average of 53 people. Every  

thunderstorm produces lightning, and has the potential for other dangers, including tornadoes, strong winds, hail, 

wildfires and flash flooding. Lightning is unpredictable, which increases its risk to individuals and property. It often 

strikes outside of heavy rain and can travel up to 15 miles in any direction. Most lightning deaths and injuries occur 

when people are caught outdoors in a thunderstorm during the afternoon and evening. 
 

Watches and Warnings:   

 Thunderstorm Watch: there is a possibility of a thunderstorm in your area. 

 Thunderstorm Warning: a thunderstorm is occurring or will likely occur soon. Take shelter immediately. 

 

Prepare for a Thunderstorm and Lightning 

 Remove dead or rotting trees and branches that could fall during a severe thunderstorm and cause injury or damage. 

 Use the 30/30 lightning safety rule. If you see lightning and you cannot count to 30 before hearing thunder, go indoors. 

Then stay indoors for 30 minutes after hearing the last clap of thunder. 

 

Have a Thunderstorm Plan 

When Outside: 

 If a thunderstorm is likely in your area, postpone outdoor activities. 

 Watch for darkening skies, lightning, and increasing winds. 

 Go inside a sturdy, enclosed building. If no building is close, get in the car and avoid touching metal surfaces. 

 If no shelter or car is available, go to the lowest area nearby and make yourself the smallest target possible. Do not lie flat 

on the ground. 

 If on open water, get to land and shelter immediately. 

Avoid:  

Any tall, isolated trees in an open area, hilltops, open fields, the beach, a boat on the water, isolated sheds and small  

  structures in open areas. Anything metal—tractors, farm equipment, motorcycles, golf clubs, bicycles, etc.  

 

When Indoors: 

 Secure outdoor objects that could blow away or cause damage. Secure outside doors. Close blinds, or curtains. 

 Avoid showering or bathing during a thunderstorm. Plumbing and bathroom fixtures can conduct electricity. 

 Do not use electrical items such as computers or televisions as power surges from lightning can result in serious 

   damage. 

 A corded telephone should only be used in an emergency, but cordless phones and cell phones are safe to use. 

 

Stay Informed 

 Listen to weather-alert radios to stay informed of thunderstorm watches and warnings. 

 Also monitor commercial radio, television and the Internet. 

 Keep in mind, after a thunderstorm, it could be hours, or days, before emergency personnel are able to reach you. 

 

Learn more about lightning and thunderstorm safety from the Virginia Department of Emergency Management website: 

www.vaemergency.gov  
 

FROM THE DUMFRIES POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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When it comes to tornadoes, there’s no such thing as a “tornado season.” Tornadoes can strike any-

where, anytime, and you need to know what to do. Tornadoes are nature's most violent storms. They 

can appear suddenly without warning and can be invisible until dust and debris are picked up or a 

funnel cloud appears.  You should plan so you are prepared to act quickly. 

 

Know the Signs 

 Strong, persistent rotation in the base of a cloud 

 Whirling dust or debris on the ground under a cloud  

       base – tornadoes sometimes have no visible funnel 

 Hail or heavy rain followed by still or a fast, intense wind 

       shift. Many tornadoes, especially in Virginia, are 

       wrapped in heavy rain and cannot be seen. 

 Loud, continuous roar or rumble, which does not fade in 

        a few seconds like thunder 

 At night, look for small, bright, blue-green to white  

        flashes at ground level (as opposed to silvery lightning up in the clouds). These lights are power lines 

        being snapped by very strong wind, perhaps a tornado. 
 

 

Prepare 

 Get a NOAA Weather Radio with warning alarm tone and battery backup to get information directly from the 

National Weather Service. This is the quickest way to learn that a tornado is heading your way.   

 Determine where you will take cover in case of a tornado warning, and keep this safe location uncluttered. 

   Storm cellars or basements provide the best protection. 

 If underground shelter is not available, go into an interior room that has no windows, or a closet or hall 

      way on the lowest floor possible. 

 Stay away from windows, doors and outside walls. Go to the center of the room. Stay away from corners 

       because they attract debris. 

 If you are in a high-rise building, you may not have enough time to go to the lowest floor. Pick a place in    

       a hallway in the center of the building. 

 A vehicle, trailer or mobile home does not provide good protection. Plan to go quickly to a building with a  

       strong foundation, if possible. 

 Get a kit of emergency supplies. Store it in your shelter location. 

 Practice tornado drills at least once a year. 
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During 

 When a tornado watch is issued, stay tuned to local radio, TV and NOAA weather radio for further  

    information and possible warnings. Be prepared to take cover. 

 When a tornado warning is issued, take cover in a safe location immediately or on the lowest level of the nearest 

     substantial building. Protect your body from flying debris with a heavy blanket, pillows, sofa cushions or a  

     mattress. 

 If you cannot get to your safe location or the lowest level of a substantial building: 

 Open buildings (shopping mall, gym or civic center): Try to get into a restroom or interior hallway. 

        If there is no time, get up against something that will support or deflect falling debris. Protect your 

        head by covering it with your arms. 

 Cars and trucks, and outdoor: Get out of your vehicle and try to find shelter inside a sturdy building. 

        A culvert or ditch can provide shelter if a substantial building is not nearby. Lie down flat and 

        cover your head with your hands. Do not get under an overpass or bridge. You are safer in a low, 

        flat location. 

 Mobile homes: Do not stay in a mobile home.  Leave immediately and seek shelter inside a nearby 

        sturdy building, or lie down in a ditch away from your home, covering your head with your hands. 

        Mobile homes are extremely unsafe during tornadoes. 

 Stay in your safe location until the danger has passed. 

 

After 

 Stay out of damaged buildings and stay clear of downed power lines. 

 Help injured or trapped people.   

 Check on those who might need special assistance ( ex: elderly, children, and people with disabilities) 

 

 

Watches and Warnings 

Learn the terms that are used to identify a tornado.  

Tornado Watch: a tornado is possible in your  area. You should monitor weather-alert radios and local radio 

and TV stations for information.  

Tornado Warning: a tornado has been sighted in your  area or  has been indicated by National Weather  

Service Doppler radar.  When a warning is issued, take cover immediately.  

 

Learn more about tornado safety from the Virginia Department of Emergency Management website: 

www.vaemergency.gov  

FROM THE DUMFRIES POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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Inoperable Vehicles on Residential Properties 
With spring cleaning projects on everyone's mind, now is a good time to remind residents of zoning code  

enforcement in the Town when it comes to the outside storage of inoperable vehicles on residential  
properties. Section 62-210 of the Dumfries Town Code states that "it shall be unlawful for any person to keep,  
except within a fully enclosed building or structure or otherwise shielded from view, on any property zoned for  

residential or commercial purposes, any motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer which is inoperable." 

  Furthermore, inoperable vehicle is defined as: 
"Any motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer which is not in operating condition; or which for a period of 60 days 
or longer has been partially or totally disassembled by the removal of tires and wheels, the engine, or other 

essential parts required for the operation of the vehicle; or on which there are displayed neither valid license 
plates nor a valid inspection decal."   

Not only do inoperable vehicles present an eyesore and affect nearby properties, they can also present  
environmental issues with the leakage of fuel and oil from the vehicle.  Town staff will be actively enforcing this 
code provision, and violation notices will be given for any property found to be in violation of this code.  Please 

work with the Town by ensuring that inoperable vehicles are stored properly on your property.  
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact Bryant Phillips, Interim  

Planner/Zoning Administrator at 703-221-3400 or bphillips@dumfriesva.gov, or Ray Jackson, Code  
Enforcement Officer, at 703-221-3400 or rjackson@dumfriesva.gov.   

NEWS FROM THE  

COMMUNITY SERVICES  

DEPARTMENT  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

SkillSource Meeting  -  April 14, 2016 

Multicultural Festival  -  May 14, 2016 

Bike to Work Day  -  May 20, 2016 

 
Do you want to make a  

difference in your Community? 

 

Volunteer with the  

Town of Dumfries! 

 

To find out how you can get  

involved, contact Brittany Heine 

at bheine@dumfriesva.gov 

THE CHARTER 
WWW.DUMFRIESVA.GOV 
SECOND QUARTER, 2016 


